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Ar^IvUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MilDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  196U 


Tel:  Bridgwater  41U7/S  Health  Bepartment, 

22  King  Square, 
BRIDGWATER. 

August,  1965* 


Tr  The  Chairman  and  Memhers  of  the 

Burnliam-on-Sea  Urhan  District  Council, 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  Urban  District,  and  the  work  of  the 
Puclic  Health  Department  during  the  year  1964.  The  report 
is  set  out  in  the  marjier  of  previous  years,  so  that 
ccmparison  ■.'■ith  former  reports  can  easily  he  made. 

The  health  of  the  Urhan  District  has  heen  good  during  the 
year  and  there  v/as  almost  a complete  absence  of  notifiable 
infectious  diseases. 

Generally,  the  vital  statistics  continue  to  be  satisfactory 
cut  both  the  birth  rate  and  the  death  rate  reflect  the  high 
proportion  of  elderly  people  in  the  population.  One  v/ould  like 
to  see  in  the  District  some  further  development  of  industry 
divorced  from  the  holiday  trade  so  as  to  provide  alternative 
employment  for  young  people. 

The  Aberdeen  typhoid  epidemic  which  occurred  in  May,  1964? 
and  v/hich  -.vas  considered  to  have  been  started  by  infection 
from  polluted  cooling  water  gaining  access  to  corned  beef  during 
the  carming  process  through  a minute  crack  in  a tin  brought  home 
to  the  public  the  great  need  for  very  high  standards  of  hygiene 
among  food  handlers.  The  outbreak  had  repercussions  locally 
and  involved  your  Public  Health  Inspector  in  a considerable 
amount  of  v;ork  in  visiting  all  food  premises  in  the  area  to 
secure  that  all  stocks  of  potentially  infected  tins  of  corned 
beef  v/ers  vvi  Jtdrawn  and  returned  to  the  suppliers.  However,  at 
the  same  time,  the  opportunity  was  taken  to  check  on  food 
hygiene  standards  in  food  preparation  premises  in  the  Urban 
District. 


In  October,  1964  a boy  who  returned  to  Burnham  after  a 
hcliia;y'  spent  in  Spain  and  north  Africa  v/as  found  to  be  suffering 
from  t:,’phoid  fever  and  was  admitted  to  hospital.  The  boy  had 
been  infected  before  returning  to  tlis  couuitry.  This  lad’s 
father  who  accompanied  him  on  holiday  also  had  symptoms  which 
suggested  a typhoid  infection  and  was  admitted  to  hospital 
f:r  a course  of  treatment.  However,  in  this  case  all  tests 
proved  negative  end  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed.  Routine 
preventative  roeasures  t/ere  taken  in  respect  of  both  these  cases 
and  no  secondary  irofections  occurred. 

Lack  of  adequate  accommodation  in  the  Com.bined  Office  has 
caused  ccncern  for  some  ccrniderable  time,  and  it  was  therefore 
a great  relief  when  \7e  were  able  to  take  over  the  present 
building  where  we  expect  to  remain  until  comprehensive 
developm.ent  , with  a view  to  concentrating  all  the  County 

/Council 


Council  health  services,  can  he  carried  out  adjoining  the 
Health  Centre,  Mount  Street,  Bridgv/ater. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  I record  the  death  in 
Kovemher,  1964  of  Mr.  W,  B.  Graham  v/h-^  occupied  the  post  of 
Chief  Fahlic  Health  Inspector  for  so  many  years  and  v/ho  had 
such  an  intimate  knowledge  of  all  public  health  problems  in 
the  district.  As  a result  of  the  vacancy  thus  caused  the 
Council  decided  to  create  the  post  of  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  Housing  Officer  to  which  Mr.  H.  F.  Robinson 
was  appointed  and  to  create  the  new  post  of  Housing  Assistant 
t^  help  with  that  side  of  the  'work. 

I again  wish  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council, 
Officials  of. other  Departments  and  the  staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Department,  for  their  vi/illing  assistance  and 
co-operation. 


I am. 

Yours  faithfully. 


R.  H.  WATSON 


SUMMARY  OP  ST-^TISTICS 


G-eneral  Statistics 
Ai-“ea  (including  foreshore) 

Population  (census  196I) 

Population  (Registrar  G-eneral’s  estimate)  1964 
No.  of  inhabited  houses  on  31st  December,  1964 
Rateable  value  on  31st  December,  1964 
Sum  represented  by  Id,  rate  on  31st  December,  1964 


2,246  acres 
10,020 
10 , 480 ' 

3,661 

£360,732 

£1,480 


Extracts  from  VITAL  STATISTICS  for  the  year  1964 
Live  Bi rths 


- 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

71 

82 

153 

Illegitimate 

13 

10 

23 

84 

92 

176 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 

,000  population 

16,79 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live 

births 

13*06 

Still  Births 

4 

Still  Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  live  and  still  births 

25.47 

Total  live  and  still 

births 

180 

Lm'ant  Deaths  (deaths 

of  infants  under 

one  year 

of  age) 

3 

Irjfant  I'crtality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  - total  17*03 

Ir-fanx  h'ortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  - legitimate  19*6 

Ir_Lanx  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  - illegitimate  13*43 

Nec-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  11.36 

Early  ZTec-natal  I^crtality  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  11.36 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  32.96 

]:aternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  Nil 

Deaths 

Dotal  n-umber  cf  deaths 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

3* 


171 

16.31 


Births 


, ^allo\/ing  lor  inv;apd  aiid  outward  transfers  the 

s figures  show  that  there  \/ere  I76  births 
( 4 92  girls)  in  the  Urban  District  durin^^  1964 

D tli’ths  mors  than  in  1963.  Of  these  hlrthS  23  were 

,9®*^^''^  '®''®,'  , This  is  13.06  of  the  total  live  births,  as 
oo:;ipai-ea  ■..'ion  4,9  in  I963. 

ihe  birth  raie  of  c.ny  area  is  dependent  upon  the 
composicion  ni  the  population  in  that  area.  Obviously  a 

^ proportion  of  persons  of  child  bearing 

S ih  per  1,000  of  the  population  thaS  ® 

So-os"  ^ people  in  the  older  age 

Vi  t ® different  areas  to  be 

Registrar  G-eneial  provides  a comparability 

Local  nuthority  area,  which  renders  the  birth 
area  comparable  with  that  of  a district  the 
?Via  '•hiich  is  of  standard  age  and  sex  distribution 

u UP  District  adjusted  in  this  manner 

tL  b?4h  ^’^•97  P®’’  1,000  of  the  population, 

iroh  Pcite  I Ox’  Jin,_land  and  v/ales  was  13,14. 


Bix'’Gh  rates  for  the  Urban  District  and 
.lales  for  the  past  five 


years  'were  as 


for 
f ollovi/s;  - 


Ingland  and 


Crude  Birth  Rate 


Gngland  aid  '.'ales 


1 

i i960 

j 1961  1 

1962  ! 

-H- 

15.33  1 

1963  ! 

1964  ; 

< 

1 I 

1 14.77  j 

1 1 
i 14.16  j 

13.56  ; 

14.98  j 

1 Rate  ; 16. 69  j 

0 

0 

06 

1 — 1 

17.54  j 

16.27  ’ 

17.97  i 

'17.1  ’ 

1 ! 

17.4  ! 

i 

18.0  j 

I 

18.2 

18.4  i 

D^eaths 

- • deaths  registerud  in  the  Urban  District 

i .ring  1934  7/as  135.^  21  .'/ere  deaths  of  non-residents  and 

erx'’ed  oo  che  district  in  which  the  persons  ordinarily/" 
rcsiaed.  ihere  were,  on  the  other  hand,  57  deaths  of  Urban 
L>i3hrici:  residents  registered  outside  the  District.  The  total 
number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  District  was  I7I 
Uw^nales  and  9o  females).  This  was  I3  more  tiian  in  the 
/10....1  year,  and  gave  a crude  death  rate  of  I6.31. 
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crude  death  rate  caiiiiot  be  used  to  compare  the 
•nth  that  of  other  districts,  as  the  populations 
U'e  nc't  similarly  constituted  as  regards  age  and 
The  Registrar  General  supplies  an  "Area 
i uy  Po-ctor"  and  the  crude  death  rate  multiplied 
., , .ru  C'On  ohen  be  copipared  v/ith  the  death  rate  of  the 
a /hole,  or  '..'i  oh  the  mortality  of  any  other  local 
Co  T'/c  ooa  (Juath  rate  so  obtained  \/as  11.24  per 
L'/  .rcpulo tion  .'ind  this  was  compared  with  11. 3 for 
c f/.'  l ;r:. 
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Death  rates  for  :he  Urban  District  and  for  England  and 
Wales  for  the  past  five  j^ears  were  as  follows:- 


i960  i 1961 

i 

1962 

1963 

i 

1964 

i 

• Crude  Death  Kate 

1S.57 1 14.66 

14.55 

15.19 

1S.31 

, Standardised  Death  Rate 

12.10 . 11.55 

10.47 

11.24 

12.06 

. ' 

‘ England  and  Wales 

> 

11.5  il2.0 

11.9 

12.2 

11.3 

Of  the  171  deaths,  101  occurred  in  people  over  the  age 
of  70  years.  3^  occurred  in  people  in  the  productive  age’ 
groups,  15  to  6U,  details  of  which  are  given  in  the  follov/ing 
table:  - 


r"  ' 

1 

115-24 

I25-34 

35-44 

45-54 
^ A 

" 

55-64 

Total  ; 

iialignant  neoplasm  of  lung, 
bronchus 

_ 

-1 

1 

...  1 

“ 

j 

1 1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

9 ■ 

v'asculax-  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system 

— 

~ 

2 

2 

i 

4 i 

Coronary  disease  and  angina 

- 

4 

- 

5 

9 i 

:-:;^^r-en3ion  with  heart 
di sease 

- 

- 

2 

2 1 

Caher  heart  disease 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

1 i 

Other  circulatory  disease 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

1 i 

Pnemonia  1 

- 

1 i 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

3.7  stem 

, 

1 

" 

- 

_ 

■ 

! 

- ! 

Congenita"  malf crmr.tions 

i 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

- 

f 

1 : 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  | 

diseases  | 

■i 

1 i 

- 

1 

i - 
3 

' 5 ! 

Suicide 

“ i 

- 

- 

1 

‘i  ^ 

! 

1 

h'oror  vehicle  accidents  ‘ 

1 

\ 

- 

1 

! 

" i 

Total 

2 ' 

1 

5 

13 

_ _ 

i 15 

t"  i 

} 

i 36  1 

The  folio'., in^  te.ole  shows  the  causes  of  all  deaths  and 
di  s tr  ih'jt  i on ; - 


Ca'use  of  Death  j 

M i 
i 

t 

P : 

Tntal 

All  Causes  i 

1 

75  j 

i 

9S 

171 

1 

iMherculosis  of-  'che  respirator^''  system  ; 

- i 

- 

- 

Other  forms  of  tuherculosis 

! 

- 

- 

8yphilit-ic  disease 

I 

- 

- j 

Diphtheria 

- 

1 

r h 0 op  i ng  C ou  gh  j 

I 

1 

i 

Heningococceil  infections  | 

- 

1 

i 

j 

i 

Acute  poliomyelitis  - j 

- 

! 

_ i 

1 

Measles  | 

- 

f 

1 

( 

1 

0;cher  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  | 

- 

1 

i 

) 

1 

Maligjiant  neoplasm  of  stomach  j 

3 

7 1 

Malignant  neoplasui  of  lungy  hronchus  i 

^ ! 

4 ! 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  hr east  | 

i 

« 1 

7 

7 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  utenus 

- 

2 

O 

d. 

j 

O'cher  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ; 

<3  1 

10 

18 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

- 

} 

Diabetes 

1 

1 1 

Vascular  lesion.3  of  the  xiervous  system 

8 

18 

26  1 

Coronary  disecse  and  angina 

25 

. 8 

33  ! 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

5 

Other  heart  disease 

8 

10 

! 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

22 

25 

i 

Influenza 

- 

- 

Pneumionia 

1 

3 

4 

Lronchitis 

1 

! ^ 

O'oher  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

i 1 

- 

i 1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  d'uodenum 

i 2 

1 

I 3 

Castritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

i 

1 

1 

hojjhritis  .and  ni,;phrosiG 

f 

f ^ 

1 

) 

I 

• ^.7r  - j"P  1 as i ^ of  pro s t a t e 

! 1 ■ 

! - 

! 1 

! 

Pr.jgii; ncy , childbirth,  abortion 

1 

- 

' 1 
1 - ! 

Coi;  ';nx  tal  malfo  .ma  olons 

1 

i 2 

, 2 \ 
1 1 

0...;er  d'ji'in<n  end  ill-dei'ined  diseases 

I 7 

4 

I 11  i 

vehicl(;  accidents 

1 

- 

j 1 

1 

at;  ^r  ■ cc  ; dej ' '-s 

2 

- 

M 

1-  CiOf; 

- 

1 1 

1 

- cm.ici.ne  .'mirj  opeiv.’tions  o.l'  .'r 

1 

• 

: 1 

Cancer  'lortality 

The  n.-rnber  deaths  of  Urban  District  residents  from 
caiicrer  \;as  3S  (males  15 f females  23).  This  was  7 more  than  the 
previous  year.  Cancer  deaths  constituted  22,  ^of  the  total 
deaths  during  'the  year. 

The  follovring  table  shows  the  localisation  of  the  disease 
in  the  3^  cases: - 


Localisation 

1 

1 

1 

Number  of  Deaths 

' 

Male 

1 

i Female 

Total  j 

! 

19t5 

! 

Stomach 

3 

1 

7 1 2 

Lung , bronchus 

! 

4 

9 

1 Breast 

7 

7 

2 I 

uterus 

; 

- 

2 

2 

- 1 

Other  and  unspecified  organs 

j 

10 

18 

18  t 

i 

Total  ? 15 

i 

23 

38 

1 

H 

Cancer  of  the  Uterus 

Before  cancer  cf  the  cervix  of  the  uterus  actually  occurs 
distia.ceive  cells  are  shed  from  the  lining  of  the  wumb,  and  it 
is  now  generally  accepted  that  the  incidence  of  invasive  cancer 
cf  the  cervix  may  be  reduced  by  the  detection  and  treatment  of 
These  precancerous  conditions.  Microscopic  examination  of  smears 
talaen  by  lightly  scraping  the  neck  of  the  womb  (cervical 
smears)  is  the  best  method  of  detecting  these  cells.  Evidence 
available  suggests  that  there  is  an  interval  of  several  years 
between  The  first  appearance  of  these  abnormal  cells  and  the 
stage  of  invasion  of  normal  tissues  by  the  cancer. 

In  theory,  at  least,  the  examination  of  every  woman  once  ^ 
every  two  or  three  years  should  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  this  form  of  cancer,  and  there  is  a grov/ing  demand 
throughout  the  co'untry  for  the  provision  of  a service  which 
provides  for  the  taking  and  exanination  of  these  cervical 
smears,  .--t  the  present  time  the  main  stumbling  block  in  this 
area  is  that  there  are  not  sufficient  trained  technicians  to 
exa.-.ine  the  lar-ge  number  of  smears  which  would  be  necessary 
■under  a system  of  routine  exsmination. 


--nraigement s have  been  made  for  the  examination  of  a limited 
number  cf  cervical  smears  talien  from  women  attending  Family 
Blsrnnng  Clinics.  This,  however,  is  an  unsatisfactory 
arraagement  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  due  course  a clinic  for 
tsiiing  smears  will  be  set  up  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  and 
that  a caupiete  service  will  be  provided  for  all  those  v/ho 
wnsh  to  avail  cf  it. 
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The  ages  at  v/hich  deaths  from  lung  cancer  occurred  during 
the  last  five  years  is  detailed  in  the  following  table 


Under 

15 


! 15-2U  I 25-34  ■ 35-44  i 45-54  i 55-64  ! °gy  j Total  I 


65 


' 196c 

i 1961 


3 


1 


3 I 


5 

4 


' 1962  : 
■ 1963  ^ 

I ^ 

' 1964  ; 


i 1 

t 

1 I 1 

1 i 

r 


! 1 
: 7 

i 3 


I 

) 


2 

9 

4 


i 


Dea_Glis  from  Heart  Disease 

Of  171  deaths,  heart  disease  caused  roughly  1 in  every 
3 (males  29,  females  21),  It  represented  29.23%  of  the  total 
deaths  from  all  causes  and  was  equivalent  to  a death  rate  of  4*7 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Inf  ail  t ile  Mortality 

3 infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year.  This 
gives  aii  infantile  mortality  rate  of  17.03  per  1,000  of  all  live 
births,  './hile  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and, ales  was 
20.0 

The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death: - 


Cause  of  death 


Under 


4- 

1 

t 

i 


1-4  ! -1-6 
ks  i 

-4 


6-12 


i Total 

I — ) ij|_j^qQp 

; 1 week  j weeks  i months  ! months  ! 

; I j I [ 


i Asphyxia 
^ Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ! 1 

Asphyxia  - infanticide  ' 1 


1 


1 

i 

j 1 

i 1 
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Population 

The  estiiaated  population  of  the  Urban  Pi  strict  as  at 
June,  1954^  v/as  10,480?  which  shows  an  increase  uf  80  on  the 
previous  year.  It  is  interesting  to  note  population  changes 
and  the  follov/ing  table  illustrates  the  trend  since  1955“- 


Year 

f 

i 

1 Population 

i Natural 
Increase 

, 

i 

■ Chcinge 
1 migr 

1 

due  1 0 j 
at i on  ! 

1955 

f 9,630 

12 

i 

1 + 

38  j 

1956 

’ 9,690 

■-  6 

! + 

66  ! 

1957 

! 9,720 

- 8 

^ + 

38 

1 195s 

i 9,710 

11 

1 - 

21  1 

1959 

i 9,790 

16  ■ 

+ 

64  i 

i960 

i 10,020 

- 18 

1 

248 

1961 

9,390  , 

- 5 

- 

125  ! 

1902 

j 10 , 240 

22 

+ 

328 

1963 

i 10,400  ' 

' - 17 

+ 

177  1 

1964 

10,480 

5 

+ 

75  i 

Natural  increase  = excess  of  births  over  deaths. 
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rises  of  notifiable  infectious  disenses 


u 

c 


1 

“ 

■d 

Qj 

hi. 

hj 

Pj 

K1 

CO' 

P 

d 

I o 

pi  p 

P 

b 

P 
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p 
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.D 

O' 
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p 

CD 

H- 

p 
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p 
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P 
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<!  P 

p 

C+ 

P 

! H 

CD  PD 

p 

3 
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PRBVALEb'CB  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 


Diphtheria 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified.  During  the  year 
o9  children  uixv„er  the  a^e  of  p 5''oars  and  3 children  between  the 
ages  of  5 - 15  years  (giving  a total  of  72)  vi/ere  immunised  against 
the  disease,  anv^,  in  addition,  20  children  under  the  age  of  3 
and  lOo  between  3-15  years  were  given  booster  injections. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  were  notified. 

Poliomyelitis  Vac c y 1 a t i_qn 

The  follo'.ving  tables  sho'.v  the  nujaber  of  persons  who 
received  a course  of  primary  vaccination  (two  injections  of 
Salk  vaccine,  tliree  injections  of  quadruple  vaccine  or 
thuree  doses  of  Oral  vaccine),  and  the  number  of  persons  who 
received  reinforcements  during  1964:- 
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1963 
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1943-61 
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i persons i 40  years  , 

1 born  1 of  age  & | 

1933-42 1 Priority  ' 
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■under  12  yrs. 

rec’d  a j 

Salk  injection 
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cr  fourth 

fo'urth  Salk 
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injection  of 

injection  or 
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fifth  injection 
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of  quadruple 

Salk  injections 
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iyrs.  but  under  j 
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Oral  vaccine  ! 
after  three 
Salk  injections 
or  3 Oral  doses 
or  2 Salk  plus 
2 Oral  dosea 
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:;10  S.S  JL  0^ 

32  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  473  in  the  previous 
year.  _rcatmeiit  hy. modern  drugs  has  done  much  to  reduce  the 
seventy  of  the  co.unon  complications  of  this  highly  iniectious 
disease",  heverthelsss  despite  its  triviality  measles  consumes 
a considerahle  proportion  of  doctors  'working  time  in  epidemic 
years,  and  for  this  reason  alone  its  prevention  'would  greatly 
help  the  family  doctor.  Also,  considerahle  quantities  of 
antibodies  are  prescribed  in  treating  a great  many  cases  and 
■chus  prevention  vioul^  also  effect  a considerable  economic  saving. 
A'G  'Gr.e  preseni  time  investi:_  ations  into  'the  efficiency  of  a new 
anti-measles  vaccine  are  being  carried  out  in  different  parts  of 
Che  country  and  it  may  'well  be  that  before  very  long,  a _ useful 
addition  may  be  made  to  the  existing  triple  vaccine  which  protec cs 
children  against  Diphtheria,  Vvhooping  Cou.h  and  Tetanus. 

_^arle_t  _Pe_yer 

The  nui'aber  of  confirmed  cases  v/as  11. 

VaccJnia^io_ris_a.gain^1g_Sgnall^^  - 

The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  or  revaccindGed  during  the 
was  100  as  compared  wAth  '38  in  the  previous  year. 


yeai 


' Under  1 I 1 

t I 

^ P R ! P R 


r- 


I 


22  - : 31  ■ - 


2-4  i 5-14  ] 15  over  * Totals  \ 

... » ^ ^ -4—  ’ - — - -4 

P i R I P I R I ^ I ^ 

3'  3 '4  j 3-  ! 8 i 26  * 32' 


Vaccination  is  no'w  voluntary,  but  _ the  value  of  individual 
vaccination  is.  in  my  opinion,  'undiminished  and  I would  ad-vise 
all  pci'rents  to  have  their  children  vaccinated,  preferably  during 
Ghe  second  year  cf  life., 

letanus  ii.imunisjition 

Tetanus  immunisation  is  no'W  combined  with_  diphtheria 
iiiir.  -Asation  almost  as  a ro'utirie  and  practically  all  infc^nts  ^ 
receiving  primary  immunisation  and  all  school  children  receiving 
coozt  yr  injections  are  offered  a combined  vaccine. 

The  nujTibei  of  children  '.'ho  completed  a full  course  of  ^ 
-i'lmury  immunisation  in  the  year  ended  31st  j)oce;iiiber , rohy 
•'.r;  f illov/s:- 
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te  tiiewo  p 0 1.  'Ui'.y  ii.'iimmisat i ons  218  children 
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It  iw  .ei'.-./-  fti;.-/  h,  , t th  wG  in  19o4  only  tv/o  nuw  case: 

h' f:/  j.' c'j.  .1  e ; i s Were  no  IJ.  f i.e  d , 'mid  that  no  cases  ol 

e w — T'  . 1'  i e ' , j ' / )-  o rWi  ^ > I ‘ . I j e ri  e a. s 'e  ; / o i*e  r e p o 1 1 e d . 


3 . C.  G,  i^n  at  i cn 

I-i  order  to  raise  the  iini'iunity  cf  school  leavers  to 
tu'oerculosis,  vaccinaxion  v/ith  3.G.G.  vaccine  v;^as  offered  to 
all  children  'between  the  a^es  of  13  and  Ik  years  attending  schools 
in  the  hid-Somer set  Divisional  Area,  48S  accepted  the  offer  and 
received  a preliminary  skin  test,  the  ”Keaf  Test",  to  determine 
'.vhether  the5''  had  in  fact  already  experienced  some  infection  v;ith 
t-;.derc'ilcsis.  3kk  of  these  gave  negative  results  auid  were 
vaccinated  .vith  che  3.  C.G.  vaccine. 

Radiograph,v 

For  mu-iy  years  it  has  'been  the  practice  for  a Mass  Radiography 
Unit  to  visit  the  large  towns  and  villages  at  intervals  of  two 
years  and  to  examine  large  numbers  of  people  at  public  sessions. 

At  first  this  was  a most  successful  method  of  detecting  tuberculosis 
but,  in  time,  it  was  found  that  the  nurnber  of  cases  detected  fell 
very  considerablj-  and  thare  was  a tendency  for  the  same  people 
xo  axxend  time  after  time.  In  an  endeavour  to  make  more  efficient 
use  of  xhe  Units  it  was  decided  to  replace  the  old  arrangement  by 
one  in  .h.ich  a Unit  visited  the  large  centres  of  population  at 
regular  and  very  freouent  intervals.  It  v/as  hoped  that  by  thus 
makin_,  the  facility  for  examination  readily  available  General 
Practi tionere  would  malie  more  use  of  it  and  also  that  members  of 
xhe  public  who  had  not  previously  been  x-rayed  vi/ould  attend  for 
examination.  It  is  probably  too  early  yet  to  assess  the  results 
of  xhis  nevr  arranj^ement  but  it  sterns  to  be  proving  popular.  At 
xhe  pr^senx  time  a :iass  Radiography  Unit  attends  at  the  Railway 
noxel  Car  Park,  Highbridge,  every  second  Tuesday  from  10,30  a.m. 
xo  1_,30  a.m.  It  is,  hoW’ever,  an  expensive  service  and  it  may 
'.veil  b^  xhax  when  xhe  X-ray  Department  at  Bridgewater  Hospital  is 
nuprcved  seme  firther  changes  may  be  indicated. 

T_qpd__?o  i 3 ''nin  ~ 


Ho  cases  v/em  notified* 


5RAL  lifALTH  SHRVICSS 


_!^ccraxcry  Facilities 


P- thologicau 


specimens  are  s.:int  to  the  laboratory 
husgrove  P^k  Hospital,  which  forms  part  of  the  Public 
Pervice,  Res'ults  of  investi 
of  delay-  and  tixere  is 
personnel  ani 


at 

Health 
the  minimum 


gations  are  available  vvith 
good  liaison  bet’Toen  the  laboratory 
he  field  ’./orkers  in  the  Public  Health  Department 


n^‘-aminat  i ons 


carried  out  during  the 

.I’-iter  Samples 
Ice  Cream  Samples 
Food  Samples 


yearn  includedi- 


30 

32 

26 


-weme 


help 


jpvice 


x'his  service  is  pre-vidsd  by  the  County  CouUiCil,  -with  local 
'‘"he  Hor.xe  Help  Orgsxiiser,  w''j-th  an  office  at  the 
wealxh  Cen-re,  Hounx  Street,  Bridgwater. 


” 7 


The  Ho-ie  Helps  have  proved  of  very  considerahle  value  and 
ouch  assistance;  aas  given  to  needy  cases.  During  the  year  179 
cases  received  assistaiice . 

'These  included  the  following  tj^pes  of  ceises;- 


Maternity  l6  • 

Old  age  a.nd  infirmity  125 

'Tug  e r cul  o s i s 3 

Chronic  sick  21 

Post  Operation  5 

Emergency  Illness  1 

Other  cases  8 


In  many  cases  assisted,  the  patient  or  'tther  memhers  of 
the  family  would  have  heen  unahle  to  remain  at  home,  were  it  not 
for  the  Home  Help  Service. 

In  addition  to  the  nor'iial  service,  arrangements  have  keen 
made  for  v/omen  to  sit  up  with  seriously  ill  cases  where 
alternative  arrangements  cannot  he  made. 

'The  number  of  Home  Helps  at  31«12»6l4-.  'was  as  follows:- 

8 

16 


to  provide  meals 
service  is  much 
1-1-8  meals  per  week 


A numoer  oi  cases  ./ere  assisted  througli  informal  action, 
end  in  no  case  was  it  necessary  for  the  Council  to  tahe 
statutory  action  to  secure  the  adimission  of  an  old  person  to 
suitahle  acconTiodation, 


SA.  ITAPY  CO  EDIT  I OHS  OP 

Housing 

The  numher  of  per  lanent  dwellings  in  the 
Urban  District  3 >851 

The  nurioer  of  permanent  dv/ellings  o'.i'Jded. 
hy  the  Local  nuthoi-ity  603 

ilumijer  of  houses  declared  unfit  under 
oi^ction  9 of  the  Hoising  Act,  1957  “ 

.!iuiT;i;cvr  of  liousos  closed  as  a result  of  an 
UiidertaJcing  given  hy  the  ov/ncr  or 
fcl lowing  the  issue  of  Closing  Orders  8 

,v  ' f iiour.fjs 


Full  time 
Part  time 

keif are  of  Old  People 

The  Cobincil  are  nov;  assisting  the  Iv.V.  3. 
on  wheels  for  old  people,  and  this  worthwhile 
appreciated  hy  the  recipients.  An  average  of 
are  distributed. 

Hat  ional  ^-as^sisjt^ce__Act ^19t|;8  - ^£gctiq_n  _47, 


made  i i duidng  the  year 


2U 


7 


• 

: 

Houses/flats  erected  i Houses  in  course 
during  the  ^^'ear  i of  erection 

) 

For  sl-om  ; For  other  | For  slum 
clearance  ■ purposes  * clearance 

For  other 
purposes 

1 

1 Local  Authority 

! 55  ! - 

i i 

79 

j Private  Enterprise 

! 1 

i - I 105  1 - 

86 

1 Total 

I - j 160  1 - i 

165 

„ 1st  Aprilj  1945  to  31st  DecemlDer,  1964j 

->148  houses  have  been  huilt.  These  were  made  up  of 
470  cy  the  Local  -‘authority  and  S78  hy  private  enterprise. 


-.-vj 

hous  e s . 


ohe  end  on 


the  year  there  v/ere  170  applicants  for  Council 


4.ate_r  Supplies 

water  supply  was  satisfactory  doth  as  to  quality 
a-.a  cu. entity.  The  water  is  treated  hy  chlorination  and 
cacterio_oiical  tests  were  canried  out  on  the  treated  water  on 
au  occasioris,  all  of  which  ^ave  excellent  results. 

3P  os  al 


nentioned^in  previous  reports,  the  condition  of  the  main 
District  £ives  rise  to  anxiety.  Emergency 
'fl  taken  hy  the  Council  to  repair  the  main  sewer 

3..  ceroa_..  ...:^nnoles  which  'were  xnown  to  he  in  a critical  state. 

rally  are  overloaded  and  are  frequently  surcharged. 

The  ^Co-u.icil^ have  approved  in  principle  the  report  and 
:-^-aabion  the  council's  engineer  for  a comprehensive 
T->_  rc-se;.cr^ng  une  v/hole  district,  and  for  concentrating 

point  where  ap_.ropriate  treatment  can  he 
^4"  ’ • . proceeding;  and  meanwhile 

neld.^  with  neighhouring  authorities  to 
44.444-;  4-**-,  ^.4 *-'4 ^ these  authorities  could  he  assisted  hy 

-4~-44‘*1'*^  po.-'U-jLued  dPt^as  o'ltside  the  Urban  District  into  the  nev/ 
-idi..  se'/er. 


.ne  sewers 


■r> 

sclierr. 


-_-j_ sewer  outfalls  at  the  Clyce  in 
-•  4fZ  44o  4^ ~~  ^^4.  4:4^  '^De  River  Brue  and  discharging  them 

— -V,  --'^iin  ---giiDr.d ,e  sewer  has  heen  completed  and  has 

nuisance  wnichL  existed  for  so  many  years. 


Aetelw 


ina^ed  un? 


xefuse  u^'. 


'D^wCL_:.cn  m ci 

-t.  Ccnditio 


remo/ed  oy  the  Co'uncil  on  a vveekly 

cy  tipping  and  covering  in  a disused 


Dories  tic  refuse  i: 

disposal 

^ na/e  not  always  heen  satisfactory,  hut  the 
c.icn  c-  d mechanical  plant  in  recent  years  has  certainly 

ing  tip  is  isolated  and  as  a 
1 1 e d f r orn  t i pp  i ng  op  e r at  i ons , 


^'U-t  nc  se-r 


*-*  ^ _ 


:on 


mte  for  ref-us; 


■cvew.ent . 

The  exi 

.3  nuisance 

has  re 

■he  necess 

nip-  for 

U-i  spos  al . 

--i.  survey  of  the  ’.7hole  Urc^ui  District  and  of  the  area 
i.mediaiely  surrounding  it  has  heen  carried  out  to  discover 
aliernative  tipping  sites  out  although  a nuraher  of  old  claj/'pits 
have  oeen  identified,  it  is  difficult  to  find  one  sufficiently 
roiaoved  from  dv;ellings  to  alleviate  the  risk  of  nuisance, 
altl'-ough  the  Council  had  agreed  in  principle  to  implementing 
controlled  ripping  to  the  liinistry  of  Health  standard. 

mi  a.lternative  arrangement  v/hich  is  being  considered  is  to 
remove  the  refuse  ourside  the  District  altogether  and  to  combine 
v.lth  the  Bridgwater  Rural  District  and  share  the  tip  which  that 
murhority  uses  at  Puriton.  This  is  an  extensive  cla;^'pit  where 
wet  tipping  is  carried  out  and  where  the  cost  of  disposal  is 
less  than  that  involved  xn  full  controlled  tipping.  It  is 
pi'Obable  that  the  additional  cost  of  transport  would  be  offset 
by  the  reduced  cost  of  disposal,  and  from  a public  health  aspect 
the  removal  of  refuse  completely  from  the  Urban  District  v/ould 
be  a most  satisfactory  arrangement. 

Camming  Sites 

Ho  licences  ha^e  been  issued  for  stationing  of  individual 
moveable  dwellings.  Five  caunpine,  sites  have  been  licensed. 
Sanitary  conditions  remain  satisfactory.  The  existing  sites 
have  been  reasonably  vifell  conducted  during  the  holiday  sq,ason, 

Gomrion  Lodging  Hous_e_s 

There  are  no  registered  Coniion  Lodgiiig  Houses  in  the  Urban 
District. 

Ice  _^xgejU7i 

The  nUiTiber  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  and  sale 
of  ice  cream  is  two  and  there  are  59  registered  retailers. 

32  samples  v/ere  taken  during  the  year,  the.  results  being 
as  follows: - 

28  samples  were  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  1 

3 samples  were  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  2 

1 sainple  v/as  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  3 

Samples  which  fall  into  grades  1 and  2 are  considered  to  be 

satisfactory.  Samples  reported  in  grades  3 and  4 nne  followed  by 
inspection,  ond  ’./here  indicated  advice  is  given  on  measures 
n-:;cessary  to  improve  the  Quality  of  the  product. 

Slaughterhouses 

Ample  facilities  for  slaughtering  are  available  at  the 
i.eattrir  at  ''■.W'Ston-Super-ilarc , and  consequently  there  are  no 
licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  Urban  District. 

P r 1 .-i': isos  / ho  r e _F o_q(l  _i3  jDi’ejDai'pgl 

.;o  statutory  action  ;/as  taken  regarding  enforcement  of 
i:.c  ;.raviSLori  the  Pood  -tnd  Drugs  Act,  cind  co-operation  from 
laaa.  has  continued  to  bo  good  and  improvements  have 

sa -n  aa/in  to  mamniser;  and  equixj'.ient . 

xlu  /An  rs  J/hra 


On-;  k;-x-  cknrs  ./■-u-o  i-  r - gus  b-.red  in  this  District  and  is 
is.  T .n  fs  ..nut  1,7. 

10. 


i 


^^OTO.alES  _196J. 

The  follov.’in^_,  parti c','.l£irs  indicate  the 
Part  I of  the  F.-ctories  ^•^ot,  195l;- 


action  taken  under 


(i) 


’ (ii) 


Premises 


Factories  in  v;hich 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  U and 
b are  to  he  enforced  hy 
Local  Authority 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  v.'hich  Section  7 
is 


Nuinher 

on 

Register 


Insps. 


Number  of 
Written 
Noti ces 


i 0 c cup 
! Prose 


lers 

cuted 


21 


10 


-“>.uthori-cy.  j 90  i 34 

/..  . X ! ' 

(ni;  Other  premises  in  'which  i 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  { ! 

the  Local  ^authority  1 | 

(excluding  outworkers  i 1 

premises)  i 

1 

■ 

Total  : 111  ! 

1 

jNo.  of  cases  in  which 
‘ virere  found 

defects  , ! 

:No.  of  cases  : 
in  which  ' 

jFo'und  j Remedied  i 


vvere 

!To  H.M.iByH.M^  instituted 
I In 813 » . Insn*  j _ _ 


..’ant  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  j 
Cvercro'.7ding  (S.2)  I 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  ^ 

Inadecuate  ventilation 

(s.U) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6}  i 

i 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(S.7)  I 

Insui'f i ci er.t 
Unsui -cable  or  defective 
(c)  .<cz  separate  for  semes 

^'1^7  -f-ences  against  'che  • 
C no  u j — cuuaing  oxfences 
relating  to  Cuft'ork). 

Total 


3 


3 


--j 


a 


5 


17 


Part  VI I 1 
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